
 

Undergraduate RA Positions with Austin Carson 

Drafted: 12/2/2019 

 

About the Position 

I am hiring two undergraduate RAs for the President’s Daily Brief Project. The positions will start in 

Winter term and end at end of Spring term or sometime during summer, depending on availability of 

funds. Primary duties will be coding PDB characteristics (see below) and attending regular research team 

meetings. Other tasks may include programming, data visualization, editing, and exploratory literature 

analysis, depending on student skills. Students will be expected to work an average of 10 hours/week at 

$15.00/hour.  

 

The positions are funded through the College, specifically the Hoeft fund which is managed by the 

College Center for Research and Fellowships. I have received an award of up to $5000 per student, per 

academic year, for up to two undergraduate students. I will give preference to students from groups 

historically underrepresented in academia, including first generation college students and graduates of 

public high schools.  

 

About the Project 

The President’s Daily Brief Project is systematically coding and analyzing a unique corpus of top secret – 

but now declassified – daily intelligence summaries. Released publicly in 2015, the President’s Daily 

Briefs (PDBs) were delivered to four US presidents over seventeen years every morning. The PDB was 

one critical way in which the intelligence community influenced presidential perceptions of foreign 

affairs by interpreting, simplifying, and prioritizing news about developments in security and economic 

affairs. The U.S. intelligence community tailored the PDB’s format and content to each president 

producing variation in the PDB’s length, regional focus, graphical content, and other features over time. 

The PDBs therefore provide a unique, revealing, and rich view from inside the Oval Office. 

 

Logistics for Applying 

Please send an email to acarson@uchicago.edu by midnight, December 10. Along with a resume, the 

email body should briefly describe why you are interested in the project, prior research experience, and 

any skills you bring (including any unique skills like foreign languages, data visualization, or experience 

with R, Python, and other statistical and programming languages). If relevant, please mention relevant 

aspects of your background such as being part of a historically underrepresented group in academia. I 

hope to make offers before January 1. 
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